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con can reach, which give a brief 


Account of it end) in the Groſs, 
and conſequently great Numbers 
muſt be curiousto be acquainted, 
as ea as they can, with the 
Particulars of ſo dread a Cu- 


taſtrophe. Iadeed, ofl extraordi- 
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PAEFACE. Vil 
tice, prove th: great Uſe of it, or 
( what is ſufjicient to ſpare me and 
the Readers the Trouble of having 


any Thing ſaid here on that Head) 


0e ſhero 11 at lea ſt, if cue will 


pay d Deſcrcnce to jo £09d and ſo- 
lid fudges, that they have altrays 
thought it might be of Univerial 
Benefit and Emoli met i Aon 
Ws 0 15 
Woo as all Poluniinons Hiſ- 
borians are generally /oricd ſo bor- = 
row their Accounts of ſuch Tnci- 
lems from the beft jyire Pers 
that were put forth juf! at the . 
Time of their Contingency; and 
as it is grown of late Tears cuſ- 
 tomary, fon the moſt infionificant 
Mriters to be always the ſorward- 
eſt in Inter neddling with Relati- 
5 ons of this Nature; it 1 Ss, ne- 


thinks, highly proper to reſcue 


them 
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BURWELL-. 


TIRES, Hare been at the more Fains to 
” TY make the following Narrative as 
* faithfully exact as I could, becuaſe 
= think that when ſome ney 


 eernir . T mes, 0 eee wilt 
. deſerve a Place in :r, than ſome noted 

Ca ſualties, that are here and there fer down 
at large by Bacin and Bater, and ſometimes 
take vp whole 2 in Clo enden ane Eacbar ue 


10 A Narrative of 


A Parn in Burwef, a Village three Miles 
from Neu,, was the Scene of Action, a 
Man's taking it to echibit a Puppeiſhow, by 
whoſe name was Sheppard. They name one 


Richard MWhittock, to have had the Unfortunate 
Hand, that fi 817 piov'd unlucky enough 


to involve ſuch Numbers of Perſons and 
o many whole Mourning Familes in one 
fatal Calamity. Some give i: out he did it by 
Accident, and Cry out aloud on his Negligence, 
Others inflame the Guilt beyond hat one 
would be willing to believe of any living Man, 


for fear of too "muck diſgracing Humane Na- 


ture, that it was an. obſtinate Maſacrecing 


Action done of purpoſe out of a Pique for no: 
having a bare Curioſity ſatisfy'd to be let into 
the Entertainment. We ſhall hereatter examine 
Circumſtances and lcave the Reader to judge it 
lie was a Caſual or Wilful Incendiary. "+: 


certain his Lanthorn in the Stable gave Fire 


to the Barn ſcarce had the Fire enter'd, be- 
fore, as if it knew it ſhould prove Maſter, 
it ſpread and raged with an unuſual Violence, 


nals 2 the Materials, it had to work upon, being 


very dry, it ſhot ſudden! y from one End of the 
Roof to the other. 


In this firſt View of it, How? in \ the Name 


of Terror and Perplexity ſhall we deſcribe the 
People incloſed, as it were, in an Oven, where 
They had promiſed themſelves a Scene of 
Diverſion ? The Fire over their Heads ſhew'd | 
_ their Eyes, that the ſides of the Place were = 8 
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of Stone, and reſuſed every Method of Human 
ſtrength or Contrivance for Eſcape : There 
was nothing but one {mall Door, and that was 
ſo ſtrongly Nailed up, and they withovt In- 
ſtruments to force it, that that very Place, 
by which alone they could hope for Remedy, 
might be counted, on the coutrary, the Scal of 
their Deſtiny. © 

Here ler us 2 Moment Sossstker, and Con- 
fider Seriouſly an Audience of above a Hun- 
dred Perſons Parching thus together unexpeci- 
edly, who but a Minute before were all in En- 
terrainment, ove Minute Plca!'td and Lavgh- 
ing, and the next Terrify'd. Tormented and 


Lamenting, and ſceing. emis ves ſecured for 


Deſtruction, by that very Element that flamed 


over their Heads. This 0 fo wholeſome a - 
Meditation, that it ought a little to ſtay our A.- 


rention, ſince it will not at 2 all bre. . the Thread | 


of this Tragical Story. 


It will be ſuſſtcient, when we come to fas 


theſe numerous Wrerches as ye! living under 
this univerſal Pann: ck, 1117 4 and craving. 
from tie Rubbiſh, T0 tell W130. Ny hey Were. 
Nov let us only conſider them in + © preſent | 
Situation, and Shuddring under the Expecta- 
tion of what was to be their certain Lot. 
Let us for this End place beicre cur Eyes 


Husbands and Wives preparing to burn in each 


others Arms, and weeping together Foods of 


Tears enough to extinguiſh an ordinary Fire, 


on this Reflexion more terrible if poſſible than 
the Fire itſelf, that they were to leave, after ſo 
. and unprovided - Manner, whole Fa- 


wilies | 


if) _—— D OR . = 
| >, Wt N n 


n NE WS — — T\ 


12 A Nut of 


milies of Orphans behind them: On the other 
Hand, Fathers and Mothers left Childleſs by 
cheirexpiring Children; ſome loſing an only 
Hcir, others Two or Three Sons, and others 
poorer even Three or Four Dauglitets at once 


expiring altogether in the Flames, who were the 


Supports ot their Aged Parents, that bent 
with the Burthen of Years towards the Earth, 


and needed not the additonal Load of Sorrow 


to drive them down a Lear or two ſocner to 


their Graves : There again let us, if we can, 
without Tears of tenderneſs, with our Mind's 
Eye ſurvey Lovers, that had tempted each o- 


ther to the Shew, Periſhing, by Means ot tlie 


- rie in other kind of Flames than they 


had flatter'd themſelves they ſhould Enjoy. 


Let Husbands and Wives, and Fathers and Mo- 
thers, and thoſe that are Orphans, and theſe that 

ate Lovers, read this to one another, and make 

the Caſe their own. and they will perceive a 


Strange mixture of Joy and Sorrow, arifin 5 
flom their own Satety and their Neigh bours 


Mzſery; and this Secne of Affliction will give 


them ſuch a true feeling, as all publique Warn- 


ings cf this Kind fcem byProvidence peculiarly 
intended to ftrike with Terror into the Breaſts 


of other Pcople for rheir Example and Bene- 
tr. 

be Reader by pe alias theſe few Lincs 
of Reflexion has had as much time to pity their 


2 


. Condition, during the Space of their Suſpenic, 


5 thev had to Lament their own, and to con- 


foe themſelves as ſo many Criminals under 
5 5 the 


Burwell Flames. 


the Divine Sentence: For in much abou: the 
lame time as J have been deferibing their juſt 
Apprchenſions, the Flames had now done threat- 
nung, and were falling to immediate Execu- 
tion. The Main Supper ters of the Roof are 


now all devout'd; Now all the Burning Top 


falls ig upon them e eee ee them at once. 
A Dreadful Crack, a Terrible Cruſh that muſt 


be to the greateit Courage! Tho I know ſome, 


Who could the beſt bear the Appearance ot 
ſuoh a Danger. ate made fo flupidly and, un- 
charitably Ien(<lcis by their own Salety, that 
they can read this rather with id ienlous Enter- 

raiument than an Emotion ot honcit Sor- 
row for their Fellow Creatures. But yer 


ip Earneſt fo vaſt a Number of crowded Viet ms 


nysht well conſider themſelves, and did no 


de bt, as a little World going to be deſtroy'd 
by Fire, and by meditating well on the firit 
: Jacgemenr, ſecure themſelv- s againſt rhe more 
For (when all 


dreadful Day of the Second. 
merry Jeits ſhall be pail by Men ol ſeare 0 (Con- | 


ſciences, ca lous Hearts and hard head ſtrong 


Imag inations) this after all will be found by | 
ſolid Thinkers a vet "ah no' ſinall Emblem of 


the Great World, which LI dogg bin 
- greateſt Mirth and higheſt Vantties) is but 2 


Fooliſh Puppet - ſlov den A wh Wall be de 
ſtroy'd one Day by Fire in as ſudden and un- 


2 PI ovided 4 Manner, as iu ihe Days of Lot. whe 


they did, Drin, Ruye, Sell, Plant, Cc. But the 


| ſame Day that Let went out of Sdap en Fire - 
and Brimſtone frem Heaven and deſtroped them all. 


"ths. 
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But let us now reſume the thread of this Lit- 
tle Hiſtory. f | 


The work done, the Fire breaks out at that 


Door, which ſhut in thoſe that were to become 
its Sacrifices. About Twenty Six Perſons e- 


ſcape wonderfully by this Means, and the Fire 
made them way to get thro' and fly away from 


irſelf, But theſe, tho' living, look'd more 
frightful than the ordinary Spectacles of Death; 


and it is one of theſe that ſnould have wrote 
this little Nitrative; They would, I warrant 
them, have given us a more touching and 
pathetick Ucſcription ot it, who were partakers 
of the Sight, the Fright,the Danger, nay part of 


the Torment too, and made, as Shakeſpear terme, 


it bur a Hairsrcadth Eſcape from the Calamity. 
Thoſe without Doors are now dragging out 
ſome from rhe Burniag compoſt of the Roof 
now become the Flooring of the Barn, ſome 
Wretches thit were then juſt living with Half- 


burnt Limbs „ 


Of this Number were, 
The Andrew of Shepherd's Puppet-ſhow and 
one more. bith miſerable Speftacles, who ſur- | 
Di ved but a very little while Mr. Shepherd, | 
wvho together with his Wife, Daughter, and 
another Servant periſhed in the Flames. | 
But who is that, that looks like @ black} 
| Coal, and a Man by her with his arm Ran 
of ? Tt is one, that, tho ary the Eye turns |\ 
away from her with Horror, once drew all | 
yes to Admire her Beauty. She is the onlyY 
one with her Lover that we will not _— 1 


by —— — 1— 
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_ ha d net hing but their Off: Frirg to cen fert 


| their Age and fweeteen bo erate Sd Id 70 1 
hood, made Childleſs. _ 15 | : 
bs ; 2 1 | 


- 4 bs Daughter. 


7 three Children cath 


particularh by 3 becauſe their vor” 
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but only reckon to the Number 3 of all the 


reſt. 


We will give their Names in an exact Cata- 
logue ; which the Reader needs not doubt be- 
ing true, when he ſces it {well to ſo large an 
Account, it he confiders, what is moſt certainly 
tact ; that, beſidæs thoſe who being known by 
ſome marks were Butizrd by their Friends; 


there were [9 many mangled as to be unknown, 
that no leſs than three Cartload's of tryed Car- 
nage and burnt Bones, were put into Two 
great Pits made purpeſcl) for their promiſcuous 


Interrmenr, The only way we | ad oi know- 


ing their Names, was a very me anch y. but 


very ſure cne by the Variety of \/or and La- 


mentation, cauſed by the prociaim 4 15 .offes of 
the Di ſtracted Neighbou; rhood, cr . me Miles 
lIound abcut, at their b. ug mils'd. We will 


put this confuſed heap of Suf-rers into ſome 


* for the ſake of the Read. r. 


There «were 4 rer, zu an) 77 down, 


Of this Namber 75 Aune Fo er. 0 


The IWidow 1 dd the Ite DS : 
The Widow Rides as deprived of a Syn. 
The two more Unfortunate Widows 
Mary Brown and Clarke, 9 110 tefs than 2 5 | 
There are three Men that we name more | + 


Tow 5 


2” \ LS 
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rows were ſomewhat mcre particular: Ma- 
rhew Cotes loft a Child and an own Brother. 
Richard Boys a Wife aid a Child, and 
Tho. Fuller a Mie a Child and a Siſter, 
alrogether. 

Of Fathers, that have left their Sons, the 
firſt we name 7s Mr. Casbon, who loft an 


GO ESR 


only Son, that was, a, we hee; i eg. 


deſcended Touth and Heir to a good Eſtate. 
_ "Henry Culliter, 2% /s Son like u ib... 
Mathew Blinkinglop the like. 


John Bond was 4 once deprived of tu 


| Sons. 


Stephen Manning loft Tikewiſe tuo. 

And, Tho. Chapman 10 leſs than three. 

The Fathers, = tft ther Daughters, 
: 77 is burut alive, to mor for, are ſtiff more 
Numer 17, aud ſueell 9 mich both tbe Ca- 
| talogue of Names, and ful Hive the account 
-of dcftrozed Perſons. 
Nathaniel Haorlick, Stephen Paten 
 Hevry Adams, day Gr ret n, Tho.Brown, | 
- Tho. Roufe, John Rainer, Tho. Fiows, 
J. ohn Stlers, Tho. of napman, Philemon 
Webb, Sceben Jer{un ; Je, each of them, 
1 One L Dau Her. In al 
Thomas Haler, Richard Brock. Samuel 


Middleditch, were each doubly unſerrunate. 


in loſing each tuo Datighters. 
John Gorton left three 
And, Samuel Dancel zo Jef than ſw 


„ — nh 


We are brought to that Part of our Hiſtory 


in which 1 it is mee 1 to Examine, whether the 
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Perſon, whole Candle was the oc ſion of this 


great Deſtruction, was a caſual or a wilful In- 
cendiary. This is a Queſtion, that ought to 
de tenderly and modeſtiy handlcd at preſent, 


and as it will propeily belong to great Judge- 5 
2ats ſhortly to diſcuſs it, and ſuen Perions as: 


il probably bring che truth exactly to Light: 
J ſhall only here fer down ſoms various Cit— 


camitances that are related concerning that Ac- 
:i3n, and leave the Reader ta judge the. molt 


tavourab! y be can as I would to in the mean 
Time; becauſe, it the Perſon be Innocent. 
che very Conlideration of his having been tho? 
unvoluntarily, the unlucky loſtrument of ſuch 


ſpreading Miſchief, will lay ſuch a Load of 
tief upon an Honeſt Heart, that the War 
Crime to the committing fo unſpeakable a 
Villainy and ſo unheard of a Crime, would be 
09 ſtrongly to accuſe an undeſiguing Wretch 
in ſuch Circumſtances, of havi ing been : a Volun- 
tary Criminal. Tinis far it is certain, that the 
Reports of ſome Perſons lay this poor Creature, To 
Richard Whittock, under the Snipicion of W i. 
_ fully perpetrating this great Maſſaeree, upon 
only the ſmall Motive of 2 an unnatural Rer enge, 
for not having a petty, humourſome Curioſity 
Slatisfyed. Theſe repre ſent this Richard Whit- 
tock extremely deſirous to fee the Show ; and 


ſo f. ul of Reſentment von his being barr d out 


rem it, by the Maſter of the Show, thar he 
broke our into open Threats, and Vow'd he 
| would Fire the Barn, it they perſiſted co deny 

bim Admittance. =O s. as a zrcat many Good- 


„ atured 
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natured People jultly enough remark, might 
bare been ar, 1 Sally ot Paſſion, in Which 
Intention might have no ſhare, tho' che Acci- 
dent attetwatds happen'd has he ſaid. But 
tlien orhers give out, that thoſe, who heard him 
ſay it, and | {:er'd by i ic afterwards judged him 
ſo much! in Earneſt, that they thought it proper 
to zsccuſe him of the actual Intention even 
while they lay a Dying. Ot this Number are 
two Perſons, particularly mentioned, the Per- 
ſon, who, among this kird of Shew: men is 
Nicknamcd the Andrew, and one Henry J yne- 
en a Spectator there. Fheſe two Perſons, after 
being reſcued but juſt alive from the Flames, 1 
are laid, when they were both at the point ot 
Death and ready to expire, to have folcmnly 
declared and àvert'd, at a Time which moves 
 Belic}, that this Richard Whittock, threaten'd 
fring the Barn with great Earneſtnels provided 
they would not gratify bis Curioſity and ler 
him into the Sight. Theſe however, or ſome 
other Circumſtances of the like tendency, that 
may be omitted, ſuflicient however to gire 
room for ſuſpecting his ill Intentions, there 
muſt have been, becauſe the appearances that 
made againſt 41 on his Examination weigh'd 
ſo much in the Judgement of the Juſtice of 
Peace, ſaid to be Sir Roger Jennings, that that 
Gentleman thought it proper to have him Com- 
mitted to Cambridge Caſtle; where, ſince 2 
_ great many are willing to judge favourably of 
iim on the other fide and that it muſt be acci- 
dental aud not t intentional, wr are willing ge" 
. Wile 


and leave him 
with this Good-natriee Saz ing Which tlic Law | 


a the Bat. 


Lord 17:7. 
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to hope the beſt, and leave him to God 
and his Country, upon which he muſt Put l. im- 


e 


feif at his Tryal, that will be the nex: Lent 
Avizes: And wiſhing in the Mean time that 
no ſuch Criminal could be found mn the old 
to the Giſgrace cf Human Natute, fer whoſe 


Ottence there 15 no Punichment in End land 
but what is muc 


K 05 Wu, aud E v Lich the 
moſt dreadiul fureign Exccuticns Wenid not be 
too {ciere, we win tor this time diſmiis lim 
under his p reſent confinement, 


appoints the Crit 0 ropeare 1 Ius at Carance 
G:d ſeicd bh: 14-4 * A Devo arce. 
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Vnittocl. did £11 th is on purpcſe, or by charte 
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ling Caſualties by ri.c name of Jadgercute, We 


- als howcver lun in; oa lim (on thch an Ex- 
_ traordinery Occ! 
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prown {5 wuniverſa!, and their talte or polite 
Entertainments ſo vitiated and depraved, tha 


Puppet-ſnows, which had ever beſore been ex- 
hibited for the innccent Recreation of Little 
Children, was now grown populariy 


taſhion- 


ad! c for Perfons of ereiy Age, Sex, 150 Condi- 
e tion 


ta 


— . nd — 7 
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tion to viſit. And Punchinello was at on 

in ſo great Repute tor Years together even 15 

London, that Polite Metropolis, that when the 

moſt Heroic Tragedies written by the moſt emi- 

nent Poets, were repreſented on the Stage by a 

Set of Actors univerſally celebrated, he has 


dience, and draw away Perſons not only of 
Quality and Figure but famed iorWir and good 
Breeding roo to become his Spectators. 'The 


Play in, and Proportion 'd the Stature of their 
Puppets, to the Stature ot thoſe, who were be- 


moſt a Foot and half high, were now ſhort up, 
by the Care of the Turner and the Joiner, to 


Proportion, be ſomewhat very Extraordinary. 
Acrurdingy, ſince they knew Propricty cf 
 Thongh's and Language ud not be expected 
therc as in the Theatres, the Managers always 


aud to JM to fill their Mouths with all the 
_ Exmre ons of Ampariry and even cownright 


been able to Rob both Theatres of their Au- 


Maſters of theſe Shows when they ſaw their 
little Houſes crowdee with theſe Children of a 
Jager Growt h, took more Spacious Places to 


come their Admirers. Theſe Wooden Machines, 
that had before been always about a Foot or at 


the uſual bulk of Perſons at Man's aud Womans 
Efars 2, and were grown ſome of them to be 4 
and fome 5 Foot high. The Language, 26 5 
£ Cen which the Prompters aud Managers of 
the Wires behind the Scenes, were roviverheſ: 5 
Flevated Figures, rauſt likewiſe, by the Rule of 


rooꝶ care to give them obſcene. Geſticulations 


Te aver. ich was grown the Subject of Langh- 
2 — and Lewdneſs was carried 
V en 


—— 
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on :o its full height in all its ſhapes. Punch and 
his Cempanions could not incur the Penalties of 
wie Starutes, that they had never heard read, 
end ſo might be as Frophane and Lewd as they 
Ficaſed without {car of Puniſhment tho' it is cer- 
tain they were all the while miſleading a great 
deal of good Rea! Fe and Blood. For Men 
ot Gallantry and Deſign wilt always help ne” 
moſt to encreaſc and ſet eff thoſe little Crowds, 
where Eeaut ies Afi. mble in a moſt ungua: rded 
Manner, and their Modeny and Vircue lies 
the molt opon to Artcks. A Puppet-ſhow was 
Loon found to be an Invention, fo ; ertefily weil 
culculated forthe 1 80 an gi Lewdneſs beyond 
any ether device yet form's by the witof Man, 
that Men of Gallaniiy and Deſign joined hearti- 
iy with the weak aud ungnarded, to bring the 
Entertainment into as my ch Pupularity as p: {-- 
ſible. The Theatres had been loudly inveigh'd 
againſt, and perhaps 5 co much warmch 
by ſome gocd Rieu, as tlie rp Nui ſeries ot 
D. bauchery : The P. „i'be t Lic, cond in its 
In ancy be held for nethint, tnore than an Iuno- 
cent tho' a mean Divertion. The Men of De- 
fien reck the Hint, aud reſolv'd to propagate 
miichief ſtill further, under an Mak o. Inno- 
(che. They knew we 10 | 4 £tcat m3ny e530 
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Moral Plavs, that tathe er pee cvented than fr 
moted their def Hus. H: aner were to be tern 


I 
there, that inſpcod 1 © ws Maids with Nob 2 
SERLM, ent, and nnn en them rat! ler tO ci i: | 


than to part from tier Chaſtity: Connub: 3 
Love was oftcn ſet ot there in ſuch a Be aut“ 


Manner, that many Wes oy, Þ 20m thee Parks 8 
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would have been glad to debauch, went away 


convinced, that the only way to be happy Wo- 


men in that State was to be good Wives ard 


faithful to their Husbands. Theſe had prov'd 


often ſtrange Checks to unlawtul Amours, aud a 
Moral Speech had requently intertupted a falſe 


Courtſhip, and broke of an Intrigue in the Bud, 


which had otherw:{: provid very ſhameſully 


ſucce ſsſul At the Puppet- ſnow, there were 


none of theſe hindrances; no attention was 


required there from the Audiences, but what 


they gave to one another, unleſs now and then 
a lewd Turn was heard to cnliven their o-. lr 


private Diſcourſes, when the Women, laughing, 


ſhewid they could be pleaſed with Obſcenity, 
and the Men joined in the Laughter to find 
their Ap petites lay fo well prepared for thei: 


viſhes aud deſigns; It grew at laſt too General, 


tor 5 at to go to theſe diverſions of Children, 
without hawing a Deſign to raiſe up Children 


enov. =o mike a proper Company for ſuch 


__ wheie they were could meet with no A PD 


on, and were as certain they ſhould bare 
heir Ears fill'd with lewd Jeſts and their Eves 
entertained with obſcene Geſtures; the Min 
thought themſelves Authoriſed to venture upon 
ſpeaking any Liccntions Sentences to them that 
they could invent for the Promotion of their 


5 on Luſts: And they could not immagire that 


any Woman could be in pain tc hear things. 


/ * 


ſighes a tew Years, when the Humours of 
Men and i omen thar way ſhculd be ſpent. 
When Men found that the Women came there, 


from Subſtantial. Fleſh and Blood, that * 
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delighted to have before their Eyes, and paid 
to {ee Acted before them by a ſer of / oden 
Machines, Here Husbands loſt che fidchiry of 
their Wives, Wives Joſt the fidelity or their 
Husbands; Mothers have been debaucii'd to 
the ruin of their Children, Heirs Inveighled a- 
| way by ill Women, and Heirciles Stolen by 
z Fortune-bunting Rien; Orphan-vireins have 
been deflower” d, and atter Violation, left in a 
wide World to Pox erty, Shame and Cont tempt. 
Theſe filly Entertainments, but fatal in their 
Con ſe quences, ſloutiſued among Perſons of 
Nature Age for abore Twenty tears ; this 
Puniſiment happening to give ſach a Flaming 


Warning, to Fathers, Mothers, Husbands, 


bales Children and Orphans, put ſomeſtop to 


„and by the ruin of lome Families ſav'd the 
. of thoutands, which had otherwiſe fell 
| _ Sacrifices to the Flames ut Lew Ci ſs 12 haps 55 
Fo pen' d juſt about rhe heinning of che Reis :n0fa 
3 Prince, that by Excdurzging ail the Etveral « 
Arts and Sciences, reviv'd the tafte 0: the. 
People for Politer Entertainments; and during 
the Reign of a Princeſs, that by ber Example, 
inſpired all the better Subjects s of her Sex.to be 
tze living Ornzments of Modeſty and Pictyg 
\ Virtue, Good-breeding, aud Honour. And 
erer ſince the Children may remain together 
with their Nurſes in the quiet and uninter- 
rupted poſſeſſion of Pupper-fnows, which Eu- 
tertainment was originally invente ed or: . 
and is their ſole ond undonbred Propert 
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